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In this Geeater Boston home, taditional
\/ictosian architecture pais effortiessly with
fresh, nature-infused intesior design.

helrworking relaticnship beganwith a

hiaalhy respect for the otiher's capeklites.
Irtence desianes Vanl Sayeed, prancipal of Newton-
bazad Vanl Sayeed Studics, hed crossed patine
professionally over the wears with & locel real estete
agent for luxury properties. So, when the time cama for
the agent to redo her cen homewest of Boston, acinca
1805 Wictoran, she reached out to Sayveed to help bring
itupio spesd both functionally snd aesthetically.

After cwening the proparty for tan yaers—all thawhiks
aoidirg to her art collection and shaping har visicn—the
client, & single mother of teo, fnally plunged inbo & full
renovation. “She works ina demanding mdustry, and,
for Fer owen homee, wanted something calm and sedats,
somenwhiers whars she can reset evary day,” aays
Sayead of the oversll approach.
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Prenicwushy dark and cramped, the kitchen was demosd
diwim to the sbuds. Borrowing spece from an existing pantry
created a langer, more modem footpnng, complats with
& generously sred k=land. Amid the custom cabinats by
‘“yanegas and Comparny e &l new epplisnces en induction
range and dual well ovens by Wiolf and 8 30-inch refrigerator
ard freezer drewers by Sub-Leeo.

Extra storege in the =lend fresd upwalls from the nead
for upper cabinets, gifting the kitchan edditonsl glazing
in the form of thrae nens wimdowes over the sink and bao
neny sidedghis lanking the cooktop. Sunlight glinis off the
backsplash of skinny teo-Dy-nine-inch white glass tilas from
Waterhorks' *Reposs” collection. “The glass catches the
light im just the right moments and creates this undulating
reflection. it's & very calming very prethy effact,” describes
Sayesd.

Topping the desp-blus island cabinels is an aye-
catching two-and-a-half-inch-thick quartzite counterop
with & mitered edge. “It's leathered and has a nice texture o
it" seys Sayeed of the material cholce. “We wanted to have
one jewel place inthe center of the room,” she contbimues
*Everyihing alsa is essentially & supporing actar” &
sculptural stainless steel vant hood balances thie statement
izlend's intentional drama.

Ancther jewel inthe renovalion’s crown IE 3 new
breakfast nook tucked inside a kiichen comer. The stainkess
steal-wrappad shalves are backad with a fun, large-formal
crocodle skin wall covering called *Big Croco® by Elibe. For
exira funchonality, the nook's lowest shelf extends up and
out, creating a two-foot-deep counterop for breakfast prep
or cocktall mixing In the =ame corner, a bame-style door of
solid walnut leads to a shellow paniry,

Altnough the renoyvation widenead the openings
babaean roomes, enhancing the intencr's flow, the home's
Victorian charecier remains langely intact. “Our client liked
tre classic layout of separate rooms, " sayvs Sayeed. "She was
dressm b0 moee private araas for entertaining.”

One such spece is the dining rocm, punchuated by a
custom dining teble itz steel baze supports a mahogany
top] bemeath & scalloped "Batty® chandedar by Urban
Electric. Keeping the table's side chairs 2imple, Seyesd
deploved extra drama with a cut velvet, kel-pattemed
Schurmacher fabnc on the outside shell of the head dining
chiairs. “The wall covering looks lke hammsered copper or
gold but is sctuslly paper, which grwas off & zoft glow come
evaning,” poinis cut the interior designer. “We also ran stip
lighting around the crowen molding 1o lluminate the cursed
celling above, adding 1o the room's sesy wibe.”

The dining room contans not one bud two pieces
of art by Seyveed harsalf. The first is a framed mixed
media compaositicn an the wall The secand isthe
nine-oy-twehe-foot area rug, & textile versicn of ane
of Bayead's paintings tiled Summer Day Walk, part of
her collabaratve collection with nag macca Landry
& Arcar. Two additionel paintings of hars hang in the
Inang noom, with one moe in the powider room
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Som i india and boasting dagrees in imteror design
and fine arts, Sayead has acthvaly continued the fine
arts side of her training, painting in her studio when time
allowves. ° fael like maintaining rmy an makes me a bater
designer,” #ha reveala “it helps me understend color and
light i a differant weay, not st the suface but the layvers
undarneath.”

bore releded intone, tha lving mom iz defined by a
comfy leather zofe purchased by the client on a vacation
o Colorado. Sayeed partrered the leatiner's eartiny
browen with mioody Blues in the clowd-patterned window
treatrmenis, area rug {from the Globsel Chic Colection by
Vanl Sayeed for Lardry & Arcarll, and eccent pillows. &
custom-buit rrading ook remps up the comfort leval.
Mieariwhile, 8 new pactuns window lightens erd brightens
this hangouwt space.

“we used & lot of soft grays and blues througkhout the
house” zays Sayesd “Blue, in partcular, runs throughout
the furmishings in different capacities, bing the whaole
design together”

ARoy Buggie walpapar from ADnomal Ancnymous
agds flalr to tha powder mom

The primary bedroom & a study in cool neulrals, while the daughsar's
rocm irciudes mare viorand accanis

For har owen bedroom, the client cpted for soft, muted shades
of nwory, gray, end baige. Contemporary wall sconces by ESTILUZ
cures aver the low-profile upholstered bed by Room and Board.

Ihe daughter's room, In contrast, is awash insoftliles paint with a
bonus window saal. Hand block sccent patterns—commissioned
by Sayead from Indian arist Sharmila Teneja—introducs viorant
pops of pink and orange.

At ewery turn, thare s something inerasting to ses, whethear
it's te stainwell’s bubble chamdelier by artizt John Fompoor the
powder room's beetle “Buggie® wall coverng by Abnormal
Arorymous. The ground Aoors rewceked fireplaces (inthe lving
room and tered foyer) have & suround of Black quartzite with
foesilizad lobstar shells from Cumar Marble and Granite.

Mo comiplete, the home's composition is multilayenaed,
just like Sayead’s paintngs. In concapt, it nods to Mew England
traditicn and California cool with & dose of Codorado country. In
actualiy, it's about bving boddby In the hers and ro. HEL

MEWEMGLAMDLIVIMG, TV

103



The client's parsonaliy served as inspiration for the design schemea: *She
= an evid athlate whao loves biking and running and being outdoors; she also
joves tre coaan. She has all these wonderful sides to her,” explains Sa

Since the homeowner used i lve in Celfomie and visits family n
Colorado frequently, thesa iconic locales pleyed & rmole s well. “Classic Maw
England architecture, the ethersal besuty of Californis’s coast, and the grand
Aocky Mountaing, all influanced us” says Sayeed. “Ultimately our poal was io
raflact the calming, rejuvanating quabities of natune

Wiorking within the home's edsting envelope, bulder 5L Maro
Construction spearteaded the rencwvetion, which involved moving somea
wralls, rastonirng onginal detals, and sdding fresh design elements, including a
full bahch of rew windows. “Many of the windows had o be cusiom ondered,”
=ays Sayeed, “and working with Marin wes a real benefit. Ther wam handled
thosa precize measuramants fior us”®
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